ADDRESS BY THE PRIME MINISTER

ON 36th INTERNATIONAL NATHIAGALI SUMMER COLLEGE

(JUNE 27, 2011)

********

Bismillah hir Rahman nir Raheem

Dr. Ansar Parvez, Chairman, Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission,

Dr. Rolf Heuer, Director General CERN,

Honorable Faculty Members,

Members of the Commission,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalam-o-Aliakum,

It gives me immense pleasure to inaugurate the 36th International Nathiagali Summer College on Physics and Contemporary Needs. I am aware that Nathiagali Summer Colleges have over the years provided great stimulus to the scientific activities in this region, particularly Pakistan. These forums have become a prestigious event in the scientific calendar of the developing world. These moots have duly been recognized for discussing most recent trends and results in various fields of physics. The remarkable ability of Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission to sustain Nathiagali Summer College activity to its 36th year shows the firm conviction of the commission towards promotion of science in the country. 

I am pleased to be among such a distinguished faculty, scientists and scholars from Pakistan and abroad. I appreciate the participation of all the learned scientists and academicians whose presence adds great value to this gathering. I also recognise scientists, scholars and students from Pakistan who are participating in this moot.   I am told that a broad spectrum of research and educational institutes of Pakistan are represented in this Summer College. This provides encouragement towards the development of scientific knowledge in Pakistan.

As has been aptly pointed out by Chairman, Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission, it is only through science and technology that a nation can find its place in the select group of knowledge based nations. To achieve this goal, we need to undertake dedicated efforts to transform our society accordingly.

The presence of DG, CERN is indicative of our effective scientific collaboration with international centres of learning and our quest to move forward in the scientific field. 

Our Government is fully supportive of such activities and we look forward towards our active collaboration with CERN for innovative research resulting in major scientific breakthroughs. I hope this collaboration will provide increased opportunities for the continuance of research traditions in Pakistan.

On this occasion, we must remember our own Noble Laureate, Late Professor Abdus Salam, who was the founder and a passionate supporter of the International Nathiagali Summer College. 

Distinguished audience,

As you are all aware, the fate of countries today is determined by their economic competitiveness. Those which lag behind will tend to remain backward. We must, therefore, understand and appreciate the implications of competition in the global market-driven economy. 

The time lag between the creation of scientific knowledge, its transformation into technology and application to the society is decreasing at a very rapid rate. As a result, science has assumed a pivotal role in economic development. We have allocated appropriate funds for the development of trained and qualified human resource, and our government will also provide support to establish R&D laboratories, so that this trained manpower can find gainful employment. 

We look at Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission’s contribution to basic and applied sciences as a role model for our country. The expansion in our Civil Nuclear Power Program of the country is commendable. We need more electrical energy and may in future have to rely on nuclear power to meet a part of this demand. 

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Last month, I was privileged to inaugurate C-2, the second unit at Chashma Nuclear Power Complex, which increased our production of electricity through nuclear power to 625 mega watts. Completion of C-2 ahead of the schedule speaks volumes about our scientists, and is an illustration of an ever-endevouring Pakistan – China friendship. 

Building and operating Nuclear Power Plants is vital to the interest of Pakistan because our country is suffering from severe energy deficiency. Pakistan has been consistently complying with the requirements of International Atomic Energy Agency’s nuclear safeguard agreements and will continue to do so for civil nuclear power plants in Pakistan.

Based upon previous performance, its plans and preparations, I am sure the Atomic Energy Commission is not only poised to achieve the 8800 mega watts Nuclear Power production by 2030, but will also plan to look beyond 2030 to build more nuclear power plants, as I had directed during the inauguration of the C-2 power plant. 

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Let me state here categorically that our nuclear capability is purely for peaceful purposes. We believe in a meaningful coexistence and reconciliation, and will always strive for development and prosperity in our region.

Today, I stand here to appreciate the very productive efforts of our scientists in the fields of agriculture, biotechnology, industry and health. This success has been largely possible owing to our investment in human resource development.  Our leaders Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto laid the foundations of pursuit of scientific knowledge in the country. And now we can see the fruits of their efforts.

To conclude, let me stress that scientific knowledge is important not only as an intellectual pursuit to understand the mysteries of the universe, but also as an important instrument towards general progress. Developing and developed nations have to work together towards this objective. Science is the parent of technology. Without a strong scientific base, technological advance is not possible. The industrialised nations, therefore, must actively assist the less developed nations in this regard. Bilateral and international cooperation is necessary in building up of scientific knowledge and research. Only through such cooperation can the “great divide” between rich and poor nations be bridged. It is in this context that we see our interaction with CERN. I am confident that this relationship will continue to strengthen as scientific thought and its creation is the shared heritage of mankind.

I wish you all a very successful and stimulating moot and a pleasant and fruitful stay in Pakistan. 

Thank you very much.

Pakistan Paindabad!
